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SUBJECT: OCTOBER 12 COMMUNAL ELECTIONS IN LUXEMBOURG 

REF: LUXEMBOURG -39, SEPTEMBER 19, 1975 NOTAL 

SUMMARY. COMMUNAL ELECTIONS ON OCTOBER 12 CENTERED ON 
LOCAL ISSUES AND HAD LITTLE NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE. PRIME 
MINISTER THORN S DEMOCRATIC PARTY MADE MODEST GAINS AND NOTHING 
IN ELECTION RESULTS THREATENS THE COHESION OF THE PRESENT 
DEMOCRATIC-SOCIALIST GOVERNMENTAL COALITION. THE RESULTS 
WERE MIXED FOR THE SOCIALISTS WITH GAINS IN THE 
INDUSTRIAL SOUTH OFFSETTING LOSSES IN THE CAPITAL. THE 
RIGHT-OF-CENTER CHRISTIAN-SOCIALIST PARTY, WHICH FOR MANY 
YEARS DOMINATED LUXEMBOURG POLITICS, REGAINED MUCH OF THE 
GROUND IT HAD LOST IN EARLIER COMMUNAL AND LEGISLATIVE 
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ELECTIONS. IN SPITE OF A RECESSION IN THE STEEL INDUSTRY 
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AND ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTY THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY, THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY LOST SEATS. END SUMMARY. 

1. COMMUNAL ELECTIONS ARE HELD IN LUXEMBOURG EVERY SIX 
YEARS, AND ON OCTOBER 12 THE VOTERS ELECTED MUNICIPAL 
COUNCILORS IN 126 COMMUNES THROUGHT THE GRAND DUCHY. IN 
THE SMALLER COMMUNES COUNCILORS WERE ELECTED BY SIMPLE 
PLURALITY AND THE CANDIDATES WERE ONLY LOOSELY AFFILIATED 
WITH THE NATIONAL POLITICAL PARTIES. IN THE NINETEEN 
LARGEST COMMUNES, HOWEVER, A SYSTEM OF PROPORTIONAL 
REPRESENTATION IS USED AND ALL OF THE MAJOR POLITICAL 
PARTIES PRESENT LISTS OF CANDIDATES. IN SUNDAY'S VOTING 

THE CHRISTIAN-SOCIALIST PARTY (PCS) WON 83 SEATS FOR A NET 
LOSS OF ONE; THE SOCIALIST PARTY (POSL) WON 81 SEATS FOR A 
NET GAIN OF SEVEN; PRIME MINISTER THORN'S DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY (PD) WON 44 SEATS FOR A NET GAIN OF TWO; THE SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY (PSD), WHICH WAS FORMED IN 1970 WHEN THE 
RIGHT WING OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY BROKE AWAY TO FORM AN 
INDEPENDENT GROUPING, WON 17 SEATS FOR A NET LOSS OF 
FOUR. THE COMMUNISTS (PC) HELD ONTO 15 SEATS, DOWN TWO 
FROM THE 1969 ELECTION. 

2. 2. ALTHOUGH THORN'S ROLE AS AN INTERNATIONAL STATES- 
MAN AND HIS ALLEGED NEGLECT OF LUXEMBOURG CAME IN FOR CRITICISM 
DURING THE CAMPAIGN, HE WAS NOT A CANDIDATE AND HIS NAME 

DID NOT APPEAR ON THE BALLOT. HIS PARTY PICKED UP 

STRENGTH THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY AND SEVERAL DEMOCRATIC LEADERS 
WON DECISIVE VICTORIES; FOR EXAMPLE, THE POPULAR DEMOCRATIC 
MAYOR OF LUXEMBOURG, MISS COLETTE FLESCH, NEARLY DOUBLED 
HER VOTE OVER THE LAST COMMUNAL ELECTIONS AND DISTANCED 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER PIERRE WERNER (PCS) BY AN IMPRESSIVE 
MARGIN. PRIME MINISTER THORN AND HIS PARTY CAN REGARD THE 
RESULTS AS A CONTINUING VOTER APPROVAL OF THE PD AND OF THE 
COALITION GOVERNMENT'S POLICIES AFTER 16 MONTHS IN OFFICE. 

3. THE RESULTS FOR THORN'S SOCIALIST PARTNERS WERE 
LESS HEARTENING. WHILE THE SOCIALISTS NEETED SEVEN 
NEW SEATS. THEY SUFFERED A DRAMATIC LOSS OF THREE SEATS 
IN THE KEY LUXEMBOURG CITY RACE. WHILE THEY PICKED UP 
SUPPORT IN THEIR TRADITIONAL STRONGHOLDS IN THE INDUSTRIAL 
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SOUTH, THEY WERE UNABLE TO SUSTAIN THE MOMENTUM WHICH IN 
THE 1973 LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS APPEARED TO BE CARRYING 
THEM TO NATION-WIDE PROMINENCE AS THE GRAND DUCHY'S LARGEST 
PARTY. PARTICULARLY DISAPPOINTING TO THE SOCIALISTS WAS 
THE RELATIVE SUCCESS OF THE BREAK-AWAY PSD. ALTHOUGH THE 
PSD LOST SEATS NATION-WIDE, THEY RETAINED CONTROL IN THE 
IMPORTANT CITIES OF DIEKIRCH AND SCHIFFLANGE, TAKING VOTES 
ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY FROM THE SOCIALISTS. 
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4. MEASURED IN TERMS OF THEIR EXPECTATIONS, THE CONSERVATIVE 
CHRISTIAN SOCIALISTS PERHAPS FARED BETTER THAN ANY OF THE 
OTHER PARTIES. THEY WENT INTO THE ELECTIONS HAVING 
SUFFERED STEADY DECLINE IN EVERY ELECTION SINCE 1969. 

THEIR GAIN OF TWO SEATS IN THE CAPITAL AND ONE OF ONE SEAT 
IN THE SOCIALIST STRONGHOLD OF ESCH-SUR-ALZETTE, PLUS THEIR 
RESPECTABLE SCORE NATIONWIDE, MAY GIVE NEW VITALITY TO THE 
PARTY IN ITS NATIONAL OPPOSITION ROLE. CLEARLY THE 
VOTERS STILL REGARD THE PCS AS A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE TO 
THE PRESENT COALITION GOVERNMENT. 

5. IN SPITE OF RECESSIONARY FEARS AND GROWING ECONOMIC 
UNCERTAINTY. THE COMMUNIST PARTY LOST GROUND THROUGHOUT 
THE COUNTRY. THEY WERE REDUCED TO ONE SEAT OUT OF 

27 ON THE LUXEMBOURG CITY COUNCIL AND LOST THEIR 
PLURALITY IN ESCH-SUR-ALZETTE BY SLIPPING FROM SIX TO 
FIVE SEATS. IT IS GENERALLY CONCEDED THAT THE COMMUNISTS 
WOULD HAVE LOST EVEN MORE SEATS IN ESCH HAD THEIR LIST NOT 
BEEN HEADED BY THE 71-YEAR-OLD COMMUNIST MAYOR WHOSE 
POPULARITY CUT ACROSS PARTY LINES. PC PARTY CHIEF RENE 
URBANY ACKNOWLEDGED TO THE PRESS THAT THE VOTE REPRESENTED 
A SET-BACK FOR THE PC AND CHARACTERIZED THE RESULTS AS A 
MARKED SHIFT TO THE RIGHT. 

6. MORE DETAILED ANALYSIS OF THE RESULTS WILL BE SENT 
BY AIRGRAM TO THE DEPARTMENT. 

PHILLIPS 
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